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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
Dennis Crouch, FAC Association Pres. 
Nail 23 NKP 70-71 & 504th TASG 71 

It’s time to put the reunion on your calendar and you can be sure that more details will be 
coming soon.  Regarding the memorial, it appears we’ll be very close to raising the funds 
needed.  If you haven’t given yet, please consider it.  Note reunion piece on page six. 
 
FAC MEMORIAL TO INCLUDE ENLISTED;  Your FAC Association Board has 
approved the addition of the names of 42 enlisted men who gave their lives in SEA in  
direct support of the FAC mission.  These men perished in the Southeast Asia War and 
include both maintenance and “Radio Operator Mechanic and Driver” (ROMADs). 
Thanks to FAC brothers Jim Meade and others for the extensive and meticulous research 
that identified the 42 names that will now properly be added to the memorial.  Thanks 
also to Charlie Pocock for bringing this to the board’s attention and making the proposal 
that was strongly supported and approved.  Charlie reminds us that the ROMAD “...first 
and foremost did flight following to keep track of their FACs on every flight.”  They 
provided radio communications between the FAC and controlling agencies to coordinate 
air assets and command and control functions.  The recognition of those enlisted mem-
bers who lost their lives in SEA was overdue. That oversight is now rectified.  
  
THE FAC MUSEUM:  Recently the FAC Association, with the strong support of its 
Board and committee members, voted to approve providing a gift of $2000 to the FAC 
Museum as an endorsement of the museum.  This one-time gift demonstrates our support   
and I encourage all of you to support FACM with your individual contributions, whether 
money or labor.  Restoring the two OV-10s and the O-2 requires substantial funds and 
effort. The current efforts of the OV-10 Bronco Association (OBA) and the FAC Mu-
seum are not an end but only a beginning, and are a tremendous undertaking.  The future 
of the FACM can be an important link in telling the FAC story, and preserving the FAC 
history.  I invited the FACM to provide additional information on their vision and plans 
when available…..The FAC museum has been making substantial progress and I look 
forward to their continued success.  Eventually, it could be directly linked to the FAC 
Association.  The museum could be an important key to our heritage.  I know we all 
applaud their current efforts.  
 
FAC SEARCH AND “All-FAC DATABASE”:  Jon Alexaitis has been working hard 
to find FACs that have been lost through moves, changes in e-mail address, and other 
reasons.  He’s doing a super job.  George Bremenkemp, the FAC Association “All FAC 
Database” chair, has been working hard to maintain the FAC database and we owe a lot 
to him.  Due to Hurricane Katrina, his energies and efforts have been diverted to a higher 
priority.  Jon has stepped in to support George’s efforts.  Thanks to both George and Jon 
for their continued efforts to the benefit of the FAC Association membership.  
OPERATION WELCOME HOME:  I understand that the Operation Welcome Home  
in Las Vegas was a big success.  Many Vietnam veterans have not been welcomed home. 

Welcome to winter and a brisk “Hello to all”!  
In my part of the world cold and snow is upon 
us.  It’s great if you enjoy it. 
Our Dayton 2006 FAC Association Reunion 
is coming together well and Brother Zot Bara-
zotto and his team are working it hard.  It’s 
hard to believe that it’s only 10 months away.  
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                30 NOVEMBER 2005 
 
 THE FAC ASSOCIATION CONTINUES TO BE 
IN EXCELLENT FINANCIAL SHAPE.  OUR CURRENT 
BALANCE IN THE FAC ASSOCIATION GENERAL 
FUND CHECKING ACCOUNT, AS OF 30 NOV 2005, IS 
$56,683.27.  THE ASSOCIATION‘S   EXPENSES FOR 
2005 TO DATE ARE $4818.89.  THESE EXPENSES CON-
SISTED OF ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS, CHECKING AC-
COUNT SERVICE CHARGES, FAC NEWSLETTER   
COSTS, AND SEED MONEY FOR THE FAC SONG CD.  
 THE CURRENT BALANCE IN THE FAC ASSO-
CIATION MEMORIAL FUND, AS OF 30 NOV 2005, IS 
$6,245.67.   THE MEMORIAL FUND HAS EXPENDED 
$421.89 TO DATE.   THE EXPENSES WERE FOR THE 
ADDITION OF NAMES TO THE FAC MEMORIAL AT 
HURLBURT FIELD AIR PARK AND MONTHLY SER-
VICE CHARGES FOR THE CHECKING ACCOUNT.  
 OUR MEMBERSHIP NUMBERS CONTINUE TO 
BE HEALTHY.  SEE KEN BLUTT’S DATABASE RE-
PORT FOR THE NUMBERS.   
 AS A SIDE NOTE, I WILL BE MAILING OUT 
THE TRIVIA BOOK TO FAC ASSOCIATION MEMBERS 
WHO HAVE PURCHAED IT BUT NOT YET RECEIVED 
IT.  I REGRET THAT THE MAILING OF THE BOOK HAS 
BEEN DELAYED DUE TO MOTHER NATURE, IN THE 
FORM OF HURRICANES, AND OTHER ISSUES.  I EX-
PECT TO HAVE THE MAILINGS COMPLETE BY THE 
END OF JANUARY 2006.  YOUR PATIENCE IS APPRE-
CIATED. 
 IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS CONCERNING 
THE REPORT FEEL FREE TO CONTACT ME: PHONE # 
850-581-4953, ADDRESS: 472 PARISH BLVD, MARY 
ESTHER, FL 32569, E-MAIL: BEACHFLYR@AOL.COM. 
 
FAC ASSOCIATION TREASURER 
GEORGE FERKES  
TRAIL 26, QUANG TRI, AUG 70 – AUG 71  

$$ TREASURER'S REPORT 
George Ferkes  

FAC Association Treasurer 
Trail 26 

The  Board of Directors. Front: Ned Helm, Tim Eby, Cal Anderson.  
Rear:  Byron Sutton, Fred Pumroy, Ken Blutt, Cal Alexaitis, Skip 
Smothermon, Bob Gorman, Darrel Whitcomb.   

Please mail in your dues to Treasurer 
George Ferkes today.  Use the form on 
page 9 of this issue of the FAC Newsletter. 

Maybe you would like to help organize a “Welcome Home” event in 
your community.  It’s never too late, and perhaps the upcoming Me-
morial Day in May would be the perfect occasion to provide that 
welcome.  Talk to your mayor, your city council or other community 
leaders.  You can make it happen and the veterans in your area will 
be very appreciative.  Consider it. 
LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP:  A reminder for those who haven’t 
applied for lifetime membership:  Our treasurer, George Ferkes, is 
accepting memberships at the pricing structure approved at the 2004 
reunion at San Antonio.  That is: 
 Under 55 years of age:  $225 
 From 55—60 years:  $200 
 From 61—65 years:  $175 
 From 66 years and up:  $150 
(Moral of story:  Take care of yourself, live a long time, get your 
money’s worth! Ed.)  This bears repeating:  The FAC Association is 
yours and your Board and committees have volunteered to serve and 
make the association even better.  We do want to hear from you, hear 
your thoughts on issues and any ideas you think we should look at.  
Let us know and we’ll work the issues……. Many members of the 
FAC Association continue to serve; serving in honor of those we left 
behind, to preserve our history and to maintain our legacy.  I thank 
all of those who volunteer their skills, time and efforts to make the 
FAC Association even better. 
IMPORTANTLY:  I can’t end this letter without making a short 
comment on our military’s role in the Global War on Terrorism.  
Each day we hear or read stories of the many successes our men and 
women are achieving on the GWOT front.  They are carrying the 
majority of the burden, putting their lives on the line, doing it gladly 
and with pride and professionalism.  There hasn’t been much public-
ity on the front pages of our newspapers or on the major networks, 
but of late I’ve noted a subtle change.  Our military and the advances 
being made are being recognized.  That’s good!  Although a political 
battle is ongoing, our nation remains totally supportive of our 
troops.  And that’s good!  Although the media dwells on the negative 
I know that each of us continues to stand with each and every one of 
our military men and women and honor them in every way possible.  
Let’s keep them, and their families, in our thoughts and prayers.  

Have a great New Year.  See you in Dayton in October 4—8, 2006. 
 
Regards, 
Denny Crouch 
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FROM YOUR DATABASE MANAGER 

Whether you’re a paid member or not, if you change address, 
notify me of your new info:  Ken Blutt, FAC Assn Data 
Mgr, 18040 Bankhurst Ct, Monument, CO 80132-2299.  

 

ATTENTION JAKE FACs 
 The secret is out.  Our intelli-
gence sources have uncovered the ex-
istence of a JAKE FAC Association.  
Intense interrogation of president 
Joseph W. (Jay) Barnes revealed the 
following: 

our reunions/conventions on odd years, so as not to conflict 
with the FAC Assn reunions.  

When Sue and I I attended the first FAC Assn Reunion, I felt 
overwhelmed by the Coveys, Nails & Rustics.  I was a lowly 
sector FAC, 3 O2A's, an ALO, five pilots and nine 
enlisted.  Compare that to Covey.  I had had a mini-reunion 
of the guys I flew with in '70 out of TK, in Orlando in 
2002.  Five of us, with some spouses.  Great weekend  At the 
2nd Reunion in HNL, I saw another guy on the rooming 
board, listed as "Jake".  (Jake was the callsign of both Tam 
Ky and Quang Ngai, I Corps).  I spent a lot of time with him  
 A year later, after the HNL FAC Assn reunion, I 
had formed a group email address, Jake_FACs, and was con-
tacted by Chuck McCaliip, who had an email net of enlisted 
troops from Jake Country.  We joined forces.  In the fall of 
2003, we had the first Jake FAC reunion in La$ Vega$, de-
cided to form our own association, and elected a board of 
officers (guess who was elected president).  We voted to hold  

 We just had our second reunion, in Charleston, 
SC.  Have many photos, will have minutes shortly.  Did a 
tour of old Charles Towne, Patriots' Point & the Yorktown, 
and Ft. Moultrie, and the C-17 at CAFB.  Everybody got to 
fly the C-17 simulator, and crawl all over the aircraft on the 
flight line.   At the business meeting, we passed a C&BL & 
dues structure.  We will next meet in Orlando in Sept 2007. 
That's the Jake Assn. history, in a nutshell.  S/Jay   

To interrogate further, e-mail   barnesjay@juno.com.   

SMALL WORLD DEPARTMENT 
Two of our more (in)famous members, Crew Chief Bob 
Green (left) and Gene (Red Marker) McCutchan hold a spe-
cial bond:  Bob’s uncle, Alan Frey, was a member of 1Lt. 
Gene’s B-17 crew in WWII.  Col. Gene later showed us how 
FACs do it as one of the earliest Vietnam FACs.  Amazing!   

IN MEMORIAM 
“To fly west, my friend, is a flight we all must take for a 

final check.” — Author unknown 
 
Edward B. Landry 28 March 2005 
Norman M. Cupfender July 2005 
Rick Scaling  23July2005 
Carl (Doug) Norman 23July1998 
Jim Erickson  17Aug2005 
Bill Miller  September 2005 
Dan Skutack  16 Sep2005 
Arnie Sims  23 Oct 2005 
Francis (Frank) Dunlap 26Jan 2004 
John L. Hill  early 2005 
 
Ed. Note:  Please submit names and dates of passing to the edi-
tor.  Short commentary or obitutary is welcomed. 
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Darrel’s summer adventure at Balad 
 

Well, it just kind of happened. I took early retirement from Delta Airlines in September of 2003. But flying was still in my 
blood, and while surfing the web one night, I found a web site which was looking for guys with security clearances to go over and 
fly in the “middle east.” I responded, and a few weeks later, found myself enroute. I flew commercially to Qatar, where I was met 
by support personnel who took me over to the big U.S. airbase at Al Udeid.  

Balad airbase, Iraq, was my destination. It is located about 40 miles due north from Baghdad, and could be reached only 
by military air. We rode up to Balad on a C-130. I had flown on them many times. In fact, as we loaded, it occurred to me that my 
first ride was as a young cadet going home on Christmas leave in 1965.  Since then, I had ridden these sturdy and dependable air-
craft countless times. The web seats were still uncomfortable and the air conditioner was still incapable of being properly adjusted. 
But it got us to Balad and deposited us out onto the loading ramp into a bright sunny day and a temperature of about 122 degrees.  

Balad Air Base is a well-built former Iraqi air base. In its earlier days, it was the home of a premier Wing which flew MiG 
23s. During Desert Storm, we had severely bombed it. Day and night F-111Fs had pummeled the runways, aircraft shelters, han-
gars, and support facilities with LASER guided bombs. The damage was still evident even to newly arriving personnel.  

When I arrived, it was the home of the 332nd Air Expeditionary Wing. This unit of several thousand airmen and civilians 
had several operations, support, and medical groups which were located at Balad and several other airfields in Iraq. Individual 
squadrons were rotated in from other Air Force bases on an as-needed basis.   

I was met by one of the technicians in the detachment to which I was assigned. He immediately handed me body armor 
and a helmet because the base had already been mortared twice that day. I then quickly checked in at my operations center, drew 
my base issue of equipment, got assigned to my tent, had a quick meal, and got some sleep.  

The next day, I reported for work and started the necessary in-briefings and local training necessary to fly in Iraq. When 
that was completed, I logged my first sortie on the 23rd of August.  

We flew a modified aircraft on reconnaissance missions. Our ATO assigned flights were in support of the anti-IED cam-
paign.  

Balad was a very active base. The 332nd Wing, at that time, had assigned to it an Air Force fighter squadron of F-16s and 
various helicopter units. The fighters were constantly screaming off on pre-fragged and alert missions. And the helicopters came 
and went all the time. In November, U.S. forces initiated the Fallujah attack.  For the next several days, the med-evac helicopters 
came and went nonstop. I could watch them land. The medical technicians would throw open the side doors and the blood would 
just run out. 

We were also taking incoming fire on a fairly regular basis. Everybody quickly learned where the nearest bunkers were 
located. I ate several meals under red alert. And we had some casualties.  

The base was also the home of several large Army units. Actually, they called their part of the base logistics support area 
Anaconda. These ranged from engineer to armor and made for a very busy and crowded location. And the Army also had at least a 
regiment of helicopters there.  The attack, cargo, and utility birds filled the traffic pattern day and night.  

Balad/Anaconda was also a truck stop for many of the convoys which constantly traversed the country hauling supplies 
and other goods. Because the enemy forces were specifically targeting them, each convoy had to be escorted by military forces. 
And all vehicles were heavily reinforced with armor. Regardless of what you heard in the news, I never saw a HMMVV which was 
not reinforced.  

From August through November, I flew 95 missions. We did our work over a large portion of the country. Several times 
while looking at the cities and towns below me, it seemed as if I could have been anywhere. The stars were the same I had seen so 
many times while traversing from Los Angeles to Atlanta or so many other destinations, but the explosions down below reminded 
me of where we were and what we were doing. I never personally saw any ground fire directed at us, but I did watch some good 
fire fights. And I did see several IEDS explode. Sometimes the emergency calls came on Guard. Certain things never change.  

In early December, my tour was up and I returned home. I flew out of Balad to Ramstein Air Base, Germany on a C-141, 
and on to Dover AFB, Delaware, aboard a C-5. Both aircraft were flown by Air Force Reserve crews. Unfortunately though, their 
stories were overpowered by the purpose of the flights. The C-141 had 35 litter patients, 35 brave Americans who were badly 
wounded. The C-5 was partly filled with flag draped coffins. I didn’t count them. But those two flights were clear reminders of the 
cost of this war.  My wife met me at Dover. It was a great homecoming.  

In a lighter note, when I got home, I pulled out my log books and did some comparisons. My last combat sortie in South-
east Asia was on August 15, 1973. My first sortie in Iraq was on Aug 23, 2004. That was a hiatus of 31 years and 8 days between 
combat sorties. I am claiming the record.  

Darrel Whitcomb, Nail 25, needs no introduction to most of us.  Author, historian, TV personality, three tour - now four - 
combat veteran.  Goodonya, Darrel 



5 

 

FACM REPORT 

#426 coming home 
www.ov-10bronco.net 

Excerpts from Jim Hobson’s history of 
OBA/FACM: 
 Our adventure started in 2000 when 
we were able to purchase and bring home 
the original OV-10 engineering mockup.  
We learned that the cost of obtaining the 
item was a small fraction of the cost of 
restoring it.  After four years of work 
by nearly 100 people we presented it pub-
licly last summer at Bronco Fest V. 
 In Feb. ’05 we acquired from the 
Navy QF-4S, “Scooby”.  She is on display 
now.  Shortly after that we lucked into 
O-2 #361.  She will soon be restored and 
on display beside Scooby.  In March, ’05 
we were granted our first OV-10, #426, a 
former Marine.  Two days later we were 
shocked with another OV-10, #825, former 
AF 23rd TASS.  426 is now home (above), 
825 is in CA awaiting transport.  All 
this in one year, but there’s more:  the 
Navy has offered us an F-5, a former Ag-
gressor.                  (cont. pg 7) 

and rescued him.  Recovery was difficult 
because of the heavy jungle growth on the 
steep hill he was on.  No attempt was 
made to approach the aircraft because it 
was still smoldering and had unexploded 
ordnance aboard, and there were hostile 
forces in the area.  No further emergency 
transmissions were detected, and the 
search was terminated. 
 

A Hero Returns 
 Thanks to Jim Young, Jim Gordon, Jim 
Meade for bringing this to our attention.  
A very special welcome home to our 
brother.  HAND SALUTE. 
 
HARTNESS, GREGG 
Remains ID announced 07/2005 
Buried in Arlington National Cemetery 
09/13/2005 
Name: Gregg Hartness 
Rank/Branch: O3/US Air Force 
Unit:         
Date of Birth: 18 April 1937  Detroit MI 
Home City of Record: Dallas TX 
Date of Loss: 26 November 1968 
Country of Loss: Laos 
Loss Coordinates: 160129N 1064201E 
Status (in 1973): Missing In Action 
Category: 2 
Aircraft/Vehicle/Ground: O2A 
Other Personnel In Incident: (co-pilot 
rescued) 
Refno: 1330 
Source: Compiled from one or more of the 
following: raw data from U.S.Government 
agency sources, correspondence with 
POW/MIA families, published sources, in-
terviews. Updated by the P.O.W. NETWORK 
in 2005. 
 
REMARKS: 
SYNOPSIS:  Maj. Gregg Hartness and his 
co-pilot departed Da Nang airbase, 
South Vietnam in their O2A aircraft for a 
night visual reconnaissance 
mission over southern Laos at 0300 hours 
on November 26, 1968. 
At 0413, as they flew over the rugged, 
jungle-covered mountainous area, the 
aircraft suddenly received a hit from an 
unknown source in the aft section. 
Hartness issued the order to bail out as 
the aircraft began to spin 
uncontrollably.  The co-pilot success-
fully bailed out at 6000 feet and was 
rescued a few hours later.  Although he 
saw no parachute, the co-pilot 
believes that Hartness could have ejected 
without his seeing him in the 
darkness. 
At 0700 hours, an emergency signal was 
picked up from a point 28 miles 
northeast of Saravane, Laos.  Search and 
rescue located the downed co-pilot 



6 

 

Literary Corner 
 
       HIT  MY  SMOKE by Jan Churchill.  
Forward Air Controllers in Southeast  
Asia. Foreword by Col. (ret) George E. 
"Bud"  Day.  ISBN 0-89745-216-X hdbk.   
Available from author:  JanFlyo2@aol.com  
(www.janchurchill.com) 
 
       CLASSIFIED SECRET by Jan Chur-
chill.  Controlling Airstrikes in the  
Clandestine War in Laos.  Foreword by 
Brig Gen (ret) Harry C. "Heinie" Ader-
holt.   
ISBN  0-89745-241-0.  Available from au-
thor:  JanFlyo2@aol.com  
(www.janchurchill.com) 
 
 The books are out of print, but Jan has some avail-
able.  

teresting destinations.  Friday night we will have a social time 
and then you are on your own to find some old or new friends 
and enjoy dinner with them.  We will be in the middle of 
more restaurants then you can count, so enjoy.  Saturday is 
kind of a loose day but the International Bird Dog Association 
will be having their fly-in at the NMUSAF.  Saturday evening 
we will be at the Wright-Patterson AFB Club for a Grand 
Gathering.  The Society of Old Bold Aviators will entertain 
with music after dinner.  If you want a quieter corner we will 
probably spill over into two other rooms where conversation 
will be easier. 
 Look for the formal registration package in the late 
spring.  Questions or comments?  Give me a jingle.  
zot250@ameritech.net  (937) 429-2119 
 
     Zot 
 
Zot Barazzotto 
Reunion Pundit 

Reunion Update 
 
Reunion planning continues and we are firming up the details.  
Number one issue is the Memorial and we continue to hone 
the design into something that meets the Museum's require-
ments.  The most encouraging part of the Memorial is the 
number of families with whom we are getting in contact.  I'm 
hoping that most will attend the dedication.  The other good 
news is that we are close on fund raising but have a little bit 
more to go to.  If you haven't yet contributed or can handle an 
addition contribution now would be a good time.  Send contri-
butions to FAC Memorial Fund, C/O Fred Pumroy, 1849 
Southlawn Drive, Fairborn, Ohio 45324 
 Thursday will be a Symposium (Back to the Future 
of FACing), dedication of the new FAC display at the Mu-
seum, and after the Memorial dedication, the Mother of All 
Parties in the Museum around our planes and the new display.  
Speaking of the display, now would be a good time for you to 
consider what of your memorabilia could be contributed to 
the NMUSAF.  Over the next few months Terry Atken 
(Terrill.aitken@wpafb.af.mil) will be asking what is avail-
able.  He is especially interested in pictures, audio and other 
things that tell our stories because the new display will be 
more active and interactive compared to what you are used to 
seeing in a museum. 
 Thursday & Friday will be rides in O-1s and O-2s 
for those so inclined.  Friday morning will be our golf day, 
and in the afternoon, group meetings.  For those who need 
to go touring and shopping we will have buses setup for in- 

Hen Min Hui, former newsletter editor 
Attend the reunion and meet friends like this!  Good stuff! 

Get Famous! 
Ms. Jami Clayman, graduate student in filmmaking is doing a 
thesis project entitled: “OV-10: the Men, the Plane, the Mis-
sions”.  She hopes to get it on  History Channel or PBS.  If 
you are near the DFW area (north Texas) and would like to 
interview her, please contact her.  If you have photos, film 
footage, diaries, letters to/from home, or other memorabilia, 
regardless of your locale, she will include such things in her 
film.  Please help, and see yourself on TV! (Maybe.) 

Cantact Jami Clayman, North Texas State Univ. 
jami@imajri.com   940.391.9736. 

mailto:jami@imajri.com�
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FAC Music CD 

I had hoped to announce that the FAC/Fighter/Helos, etc song CD 
was available for shipment.  However, I still do not have a firm ship-
ping date from Gary Lee..  The CDs should be available soon,  but 
Gary Lee (who did the recordings at San Antonio) is behind on get-
ting the CD cover/logo finished.  Gary is a bit of a "single man gang" 
in running his Boarder City Records shop, but all the CDs he has 
produced for our various singers are superb.  Hopefully when we 
get the CD it will be a classic.  Hang in there, it’s coming! 

    Cal Anderson 

FAC Music CD 

I had hoped to announce that the FAC/Fighter/Helos, etc song CD 
was available for shipment.  However, I still do not have a firm ship-
ping date from Gary Lee..  The CDs should be available soon,  but 
Gary Lee (who did the recordings at San Antonio) is behind on get-
ting the CD cover/logo finished.  Gary is a bit of a "single man gang" 
in running his Boarder City Records shop, but all the CDs he has 
produced for our various singers are superb.  Hopefully when we 
get the CD it will be a classic.  Hang in there, it’s coming! 

    Cal Anderson 

Covey Notes 
We regret to announce that Covey database and website man-
ager, Dan Skutack, has passed away.  With the help of Dan’s 
wife and our strongman in the trenches, Jim McClellan, the 
site has been transferred to Jim.  He is working to improve the 
site and will look at any data, pictures, etc., that anyone would 
like to post on the Covey site.  Address changes, both snail 
and e-mail should go to him. 
    Cheers, Cal Anderson 
Hand salute and a nickel on the grass for Dan Skutack 

****HELP LOCATE SEA FACs**** 
Jon Alexaitis, Nail 68,  is our Search Committee, maintaining 
a database of nearly 5000 names.  He is trying to get as many 
addresses as possible, to be able to send them the FAC Assn. 
newsletter as well as assist all FACs to locate friends.  To 
help in this project, OR to obtain a copy of the database, con-
tact Jon at jalexaitis@sbcglobal.net or call 817-581-8381.   

Rustic Notes 
 Those Rustics know how to party!  They even or-
dered a hurricane (Rita) to liven up their reunion.  Good atten-
dance, good location (Ft. Walton Beach, where else?), good 
camaraderie, great stories, great memories.  From the opening 
party at the Newlands’ to the farewell breakfast, they partied 
and partied some more.  Next Rustic reunion is scheduled for 
18-21 October, 2007.    
 Rustics take up the torch to help bring their OV-10 
#825 to the FACM in Fort Worth, TX.  They contributed both 
individually and as a corporate sponsor to the fund, accompa-
nied by the FAC Assn in another contribution.  Ned Helm is 
definitely a promoter of the FACM, and  Rustic Doug Rober-
ston, Rustic Radio, ‘71-‘72, recently assisted the OV-10 Re-
covery Project for Aircraft #825 on Sunday, 16 Oct at Mather 
AFB. He reports:  
 Guys, I spent the day at Mather helping in the OV-10 
recovery effort. A great bunch of guys working their butts off 
to get these planes ready for disassembly. I just wish I could 
have given more time to the effort. We made a lot of progress 
today. I spent most of my time helping unbolt the big bolts 
that hold the fuselage, wing and booms together. Cotter pin 
extraction was a pain due to limited access in areas but we 
managed to get them all loose and ready to remove. We had a 
rough go on a hand full of screws holding on some of the pan-
els on the tail section but after much drilling, E-Z outs and 
vise grips and a little swearing we finally got them all out. I 
even came up with the idea to bring the tail down to earth so 
we could work on the removal of the tail. We got the gear 
retracted on one of the planes and the tail removed from the 
other. Both are ready for tomorrow when the crew will be 
assisted by the Guard members who have volunteered with 
the disassembly.    
From Bill Ernst, Rustic 04—Visit to the Punchbowl FAC 
Memorial. 
 I went to the National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific today [10 Nov] and cleaned and polished our FAC 
memorial.  The memorial is in very good condition. The 
smaller gold letters in the center are fading but the gray mar-
ble base and the black marble plaque are excellent. I placed a 
red/white flower lei on the corner of the base, put another 
nickel in the grass and rendered a salute for all of us. 
..Thanks, Bill for checking on our memorial. 
 
74 FS “Rustics” Welcomed Home.  On behalf of the RFA, 
Claude Newland sent a letter to the commander of the 74 FS 
welcoming them home from their recent deployment to Af-
ghanistan…all are home safe. We also thanked them for the 
beautiful American Flag which they sent to the Rustics. The 
Flag, which was flown in the cockpit of one of their A-10’s 
during a combat mission, was proudly displayed at our Satur-
day night reunion banquet.  
What a cool thing to do—adopt a squadron.  Good on ya, 
Rustics! 

(cont. fm page 5)      FACM REPORT 
We are making inquiries with former VNAF people about 
sponsoring the F-5.  Sponsorships will be key in building our 
collection.  Our goal is a collection of 30+ FAC airplanes and 
those that FACs controlled.   We are concentrating on Viet-
nam era aircraft now, as they are becoming scarce.  Finding 
and obtaining combat aircraft is a long arduous process that 
requires mountains of paperwork and even more patience, to 
say nothing of the time, money and logistics to make it hap-
pen.  We are way ahead of schedule now, and have plenty of 
work ahead of us.  Our timeline involves seven to ten years to 
build our collection.   
 Thanks to many generous and skilled people, we are 
gaining experience and accomplishing amazing things.  We 
need your help and support in this worthy effort of preserving 
your FAC history, telling your story, and educating the public 
about your service.  Check our website (above), but most of 
all, come by  Fort Worth’s Meacham Field and see for your-
self.  Meet you in the Ready Room. 
    Jim Hodgson  
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Can You Identify This Landmark? 
Successful respondents will receive honorable mention , next 
issue.  Answer to  teby@htcomp.net  

Answer:  The Dogs Head in southern Laos 
Winners of Honorable Mention 

Robert Szul   Covey 
Darrel Delong   Covey 558 
Robbie Galaway 
Donald Payne   Nail 57 
Leonard Wells   Covey 5W 
John Fuller   Covey 579 
Larry Fernald   Covey 562 
Fred Pumroy 
Gary Green   Covey 533 
Frank Lestor   Covey, Herb, Mike 
Ken Stafford   Helix 18 
Gunner Guenther  Nail 30 
Jim Gordon   Covey Intel 
Ron Brawders   Nail 70 
Bob Mikesh   Covey 
Roger (Kip) Taylor  Covey 262 
 
The Coveys had no problem with the Dogs Head. 
This issue we even out the advantage for you in-country 
guys!   Good luck. 

Can You Help? 
 
My good friend, Capt. Larry Jack Clanton was a Clinton-
Sherman AFB,  Oklahoma, B-52 pilot who volunteered as a 
FAC flying O1A's in Vietnam. He went over in November 
1967 and was killed in a mid-air collision in  March 1968.     
His youngest daughter, Lisa, wrote me and said she would 
like to know more about her Father, who died when she was 
very young. I told her I'd see if I could get some guys to 
write something, and I'll put it all together for her. 
 
If anyone has any neat stories about Larry or any photos of 
him, I'd appreciate it if you would e-mail them to me and I'll 
put them together and pass them on. 
 
Also, if someone could tell the true story of how he was 
killed, it would be appreciated. We have heard 3 different 
versions, all involving a mid-air collision (one with a helicop-
ter, one with another O1A flown by a South Vietnamese pilot, 
and one that he was taking off and an emergency landing air-
craft hit him). There are also conflicting stories as to whether 
or not the second pilot survived.  Thanks. 
 
Chuck Roedema     chucklr11@charter.net  940-387-3220 
1004 Lynhurst Lane  
Denton, TX  76205-8004 

Last issue’s landmark 

 
 
Now here is a great 
FAC airplane.  Let’s 
see...low and slow, 
great visibility, turn on 
a dime...Yessir, Gen-
eral, this is the perfect 
replacement for the  
O-1. 
s/ Sammy Staffer 

Word to the Wise 
Advise your young people starting their military careers to 
KEEP A JOURNAL!  Your editor just discovered he had 
flown with your Assn president, and neither of us remembers 
a thing about it!  How much history is lost to time and aging!  
We can’t do much about either, but we could have recorded 
our adventures and preserved all that forgotten history.    
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FAC Association Membership Application, 
Membership Renewal, Database Update Form   

2006 
 
Yes, I would like to support the goals of the newly formed FAC Association to promote FAC Camaraderie and future 
FAC reunions. 
 
 ______Enclosed is my check for $20.00 to make me a member of the FAC Association.  (Add $10 more if you want the 
FAC Trivia Book)  For Lifetime rates, see President’s Corner of this January 2006 FAC Newsletter. 
 
Please make check payable to “FAC Association” & mail to:  George Ferkes, 472 Parish Blvd, Mary Esther, FL  32569   
       
 
Last Name:_____________________________ First____________________   M.I. _____ Spouse’s name:________________ 
 
Mailing Address:________________________________________ City: ___________________ State:____ ZIP:__________   
 
Telephone: (_____) ___________________  E Mail Address:____________________________________  
 
FAC Call Sign(s): _______________________________  FAC Aircraft: ___________________ TASS: 
____________________   
 
FAC Tour Dates:_____________________   Locations: _________________________________________________________ 
 
 
I’d like to work on the following FAC committee: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
I plan to attend FAC Reunion 2006 in Dayton, OH:  (please circle answer)    Most likely YES              Most likely NO               

A Tribute to our Fallen Brothers 
Heartfelt Veterans Day tributes 
and a wonderful Welcome Home to 
Vietnam Vets in Las Vegas in No-
vember prompts me to reprint this, 
written by Dusty Coyner (1934—
2003), one of our own, as a trib-
ute to him and to each of our 
fallen brothers. 
 

Life has been good.   
Don’t grieve, 

Because some day (maybe sooner than you 
think) we will be together once again. 

Just don’t look behind yourself 
Because all the yesterdays are done, 
And only the todays and tomorrows 

Will now count. 
I leave you, my friends, with this old 

Irish blessing: 
 

 
May the road rise up to meet you 

May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun fall warm upon your face, 

May the rain fall gentle on your fields. 
And until we meet again 
May the Lord hold you  
in the palm of His hand 

Amen 
 

With much love, Dick (Dusty) 
 

We remember 
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FAC Association 
472 Parish Blvd 
Mary Esther, FL 32569 
  
 
 
 
 
 
RETURN SERVICES REQUESTED 

MEMBERSHIP - The FAC Association 
Are YOU a MEMBER? 
By Ken Blutt 
 
 Our Association is growing.  We currently have 
about 1,000 paying members.  The good news—182 are paid 
life members.  The bad news—368 have not paid dues since 
2003 or earlier.  This newsletter goes out to 2,750 FACs and 
FAC support personnel.  This increase of over 750 addresses 
is largely due to the hard work of Jon Alexaitis.   
 We are trying to locate an additional 1,500 “lost” 
FACs.  Sadly, we have over 750 deceased FACs including 
our KIA.  This adds up to almost 5,000 FACs and FAC sup-
port names.   
 Please check your address label on this issue.  The 
first line of the address will reflect your dues status. 
 Also, I would like to publish a FAC directory in time 
for the 2006 reunion in Dayton.  If you have joined the Asso-
ciation, I should have your FAC data.  If I do not have your 
FAC data, only your name will be listed.    
 
Many kudos go to Ken and Jon for the many hours they put 
into the database work for our Association.  Thanks, guys.  
Ed. 

  photo by Tim Eby 
Aircraft 866 with 900 holes 

No, it was not flying at the time.  Result of mortar at-
tack, Pleiku, 1970.   It never flew again. 
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